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MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS 2009

Services and Research

Grower Bulletin and Premium Grower Newsletters
NVG’s weekly and quarterly newsletters, which highlight current industry issues and keep
members informed of new and upcoming programs, events, and member services.

Napa Winegrape Market
The Napa Winegrape Market is an online tool designed to assist Napa Valley growers in
selling their fruit. This interactive database brings premium winegrape buyers and sellers
together without any commissions or third party involvement. The "Market" offers a full
listing of winegrapes available in Napa County and is free to all NVG members. All listings
will automatically be posted free of charge on www.winebusiness.com

Annual Napa Valley Wages & Benefit Survey
Napa Valley Grapegrowers’ annual survey of wages and benefits for vineyard workers in
the Napa Valley is designed to assist growers with hiring decisions and give them cutting
edge data about employment trends in the Napa Valley.

Vineyard Cost Studies
The NVG works with researchers at the University of California, Davis to produce studies
on the farming costs of Napa Valley wine grapes. To date, two benchmark studies on
organic and non-organic Cabernet Sauvignon production costs have been released (2003
and 2005), and an updated study will be released in 2009.

Weather Reporting and Alerts
NVG members receive a 20% discount when they sign up with Precision Forecasting's
Weather Service. The weather report is delivered daily by fax and/or email. Precision
Forecasting also offers an NVG-only FROST alert service from March 1st - April 30th.

Frost Alert
All NVG members who enroll in this program will receive a county-wide frost alert
telephone message from Erik Moldstad of Precision Forecasting at 3 p.m. p.m. every day.
NVG members may list up to 4 phone numbers to receive the call. The Alert will begin on
March 1st and end on May 15th. $20 per member (includes 4 phone numbers); members
only.

Weather Stations and Services
NVG members receive a discount on the purchase of a weather station or access to the
existing network of stations when they subscribe to the Picovale Weather Service. This
network of Napa Valley weather stations provides real-time weather information critical to
helping manage your vineyard operations.
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Promotion & Community Outreach

Napa Valley Historic Vineyard Registry
The Napa Valley Historic Vineyard Registry is a long-term NVG project documenting Napa
Valley's rich grape growing history by researching historic records and parcel maps. The
Registry will demonstrate the value of Napa Valley’s viticultural heritage by creating a
historic map of Napa County that illustrates viticultural areas dating back to 1838. In
doing so, the Registry will highlight the importance of the Napa County Agricultural
Preserve and the long history of quality winegrape growing in the Napa Valley appellation.

Harvest STOMP
The Harvest STOMP is NVG’s signature event, showcasing Napa Valley vineyards during
the most exciting time of year: harvest. The event includes great dancing, an instant cellar
raffle, and a live auction filled with select Napa Valley experiences. Guests enjoy local,
exhibition-style cuisine and discover how fine wines really do begin in the vineyards.
Proceeds from Harvest STOMP support NVG’s ongoing efforts to promote sustainable
viticultural practices and agricultural preservation in the Napa Valley, and enhances our
ability to provide community outreach and farmworker education programs.

Harvest Press Event
Our annual press conference in the vineyard at harvest time, designed to educate consumer
& industry press about the upcoming vintage and to highlight hot topics in the industry.

Afternoon in the Vineyards
Each May, the Napa Valley Grapegrowers invites the entire Napa County community into
select vineyards so that residents can meet their neighbors and learn about the sustainable
practices right in their own backyard.

Napa County Pruning Contest
Now in its 8th year, the NVG hosts this event each February to showcase the art, skill, and
speed of Napa Valley’s vineyard workers. It’s our way of showing the world how important
farmworkers are to the quality reputation of Napa Valley vineyards.

Leadership Napa Valley Ag Days
The Napa Valley Grapegrowers works with other local agricultural organizations to host
the agriculture component of Leadership Napa Valley, an annual program that develops
current and future leaders in our community.

Master Napa Valley
The NVG and the Napa Valley Vintners partner on this semi-annual program, bringing
nearly 40 Master of Wine candidates to the Napa Valley for educational seminars, vineyard
tours, and wine tastings.
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Industry Events

Organic Winegrowing Conference
This event brings growers and members of the industry from all over the state together for
two days of discussions, presentations, and an all-organic outdoor equipment show. This
is the premiere organic course for the wine industry.

Napa Valley Wine & Grape Exposition
The Expo gathers the winegrape community together for a full day of viticulture and
enology seminars, and to explore the new services and products that shape our industry
today. The day concludes with a wildly popular industry mixer.

Napa Valley Viticultural Fair
Held every other year since 1990, the “Vit Fair” is the must-attend trade show for the
premium winegrape industry. Grapegrowers learn about the latest industry products,
attend PCA credit seminars, view field demonstrations, and visit with friends and
colleagues. Key industry suppliers exhibit products and services, representing everything
from farm equipment to vineyard software programs.

Sustainable Ag Brown Bag Discussions - English & Spanish
The NVG’s Brown Bags provide a casual atmosphere for learning, networking, and sharing
information with fellow grapegrowers over lunch. These informal get-togethers are free to
NVG members and their employees.

Industry Issue Seminars
The NVG regularly holds seminars that address key industry issues, such as the annual
Ahead of the Curve symposium, Farmworker Resource Workshops, and Winegrape
Contracting Seminar. In 2009, topics covered will include: weathering the current
economic storm; climate change and its effect on Napa vineyards; and best practices in
agricultural water use.

Annual NVG Dinner and Auction
The membership’s annual gathering, which includes a reception, sit-down dinner,
presentation of the “Grower of the Year” award, silent auction, and the election of board
members. It also provides an opportunity to welcome new members and network with
other Napa Valley growers and associate businesses.

Grower/Vintner Softball Game
This informal annual event gives NVG and NVV members a chance to put business and
industry issues aside for an evening of friendly competition at the ball park.
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Industry Issues

Current Topics
The Napa Valley Grapegrowers is actively engaged in a multitude of important industry
discussions, representing vineyard owners on a wide range of current topics including:
statewide labor issues; sustainability programs and certification; genetically modified
organisms in the wine industry; climate change; California air quality advocacy; and water
use.

Farmworker Housing & Educational Opportunities
NVG actively supports education, information, resources, and other services for Napa
County’s farmworker population. NVG directors hold two positions on the Napa County
Housing Commission, and the organization provides annual educational seminars for all
Napa farmworkers.

Pests & Disease
The NVG keeps its members informed of the latest information on important vineyard
pests & diseases, including discussions of best practices when choosing plant material and
regular updates about viruses and pest management.

Vine Mealybug ♦ Glassy-Winged Sharpshooter ♦ Light Brown Apple Moth
The Napa Valley Grapegrowers are well represented on the Napa Winegrape Pest and
Disease Control District Board, which provides funding for pest education, research, and
prevention activities in Napa County. As strong supporters of the Napa County
Agricultural Commissioner’s efforts to prevent GWSS from entering Napa County and
eradicate the Vine Mealybug & Light Brown Apple Moth, the NVG produces periodic
seminars on issues related to these pests. Additionally, the NVG regularly provides
updates to the membership regarding all developments in pest & disease management
strategies.


